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   I read an interview recently with a woman who has multiple sclerosis (MS), a 

chronic disease that can weaken and paralyze the body. She mentioned some of the 

things people have said to her; the advice she gets, and you wouldn't believe it. Here 

a sampling: “You must really like being sick; you bring so much of it on yourself.” 

That comment came to her from a family member. Another said, “The reason I have 

such good health is that I think right; nobody gets sick unless they think wrong.” 

Wouldn't you like to be around that person? 

   The things people say and think and do often reveals what they’re all about and it 

also says something about how they understand God. The story from John chapter 9 

is no exception. It all began with a question. “Who sinned,” the disciples asked Jesus, 

“this man or his parents that he was born blind?” We might think that question is 

ridiculous. What kind of God did they believe in? Did they really think that God 

would go and punish an innocent person for the sins of a previous generation by  

making someone to be born blind?   

   This idea of punishing people who don’t deserve it or just the whole idea of a 

punishing God sounds to me to be more the way people behave rather than God. And 

yet I’m quite sure that there are people even today view God that way. The ancient 

Jews didn’t have much medical knowledge in those days and it was common belief 

that illness and disabilities were evidence of sinfulness so it wasn’t unusual for 
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someone to ask this question.   

   We wonder who would think such a thing. But on the other hand, who hasn't? 

Whenever a tragedy strikes you hear it. Why is this happening? Or why would God 

allow this to happen...?  For (we think): “if God is in charge, this shouldn’t happen.” 

“if God is so loving, why must I suffer loss?” We just have a hard time accepting the 

pain, the loss, the struggles of our lives and we want to feel that God is or should be 

controlling everything. “Everything happens for a reason,” people say.     

   Charles Hall blows up bombs for a living. He’s a part of an Explosive Ordinance 

Demolitions team. He’s paid $1,500 a week to walk the sands of Iraq, to patrol the 

fields of war-torn Bosnia, or to search the killing fields of Cambodia for unexploded 

land mines, grenades, and bombs. He often says, “Every time I pick up a newspaper 

and read of a war someplace, I think, ‘Great. More work for us.’”  

   Now, you and I have a lot more in common with this guy than you may think. 

Making our way through life can be just as treacherous as walking through an 

abandoned mine field. The threat of violence or random crime, the anxiety of illness 

or suffering, the sudden grief of death and loss are a part of our world.   

   And all too often when we come face to face with this minefield of life we ask: 

How could God have let this happen? Who sinned? What did I do wrong? What are 

we being punished for?   

   The question of the problem of suffering is perhaps the most difficult question 

any of us can face. And there are no easy answers.  Do any of you have a DVR?  I 
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understand it edits out the commercials while it’s recording. I think we’d wish that 

our faith were like that a DVR. We want easy answers for everything. We'd like to 

program out the unexplainable and attribute the good to God's will. But bad things 

happen to all people. We cause some of it to happen and other things we had nothing 

to do with. Some prayers are answered just the way we’d hoped and others? Well, 

we’re still waiting. The apostle Paul says, "We see in a mirror dimly ..." (1 

Corinthians 13:12). And that’s true, isn’t it?  

   So in the midst of our lives filled with questions, we turn to the One whose love we 

can trust. Can you trust God?  It helps if we can find the strength to accept the things 

we cannot change. In this season of Lent, we draw near the cross and there we are 

comforted. For ours is a God who suffers with us. As one theologian put it, “The 

only omnipotent power of God that really matters to us is God's almighty power of 

enduring love.”  

   If God is in Jesus, if we believe that God was present in the sufferings and 

death of Christ, then we must believe that God is present with us in our 

suffering, as well. Remember how Jesus answered the disciples when they asked, 

who sinned? “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 

God's works might be revealed in him.” The blindness is a tragedy but somehow it 

can be an opportunity for God’s mercy to be revealed. I don't know if the blind man 

was happy to hear that answer or if he even understood it. But I do know this. That 

answer can have deep meaning to you and I.  
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   For when all is said and done, even as suffering, tragedy, and illness remain a 

mystery for us, the source of healing, comfort, strength, and hope need not be a 

mystery! For ours is a God who shares our suffering; whose love never ends who 

upholds you in your loss.  

   So when heartache comes, as it surely does, when suffering and tragedy befall us as 

often happens, let’s not cry, “Who sinned? Whose fault is this?” But let’s allow 

ourselves to be drawn closer to God. Now, today, is the time for us to do that. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


