
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

March 19, 2023 

 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 

 

As believers in Jesus Christ, we strive with unconditional love and selflessness –  

using our God given gifts – to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian 

home. We offer opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, 

prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world. 

 

Called by God  

Sharing with the World 
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March 19, 2023 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

Meditation 
“Although the world is full of suffering, it is also full of the overcoming of it.” 

Helen Keller 

Chimes 

 

Prelude         O the Wonderful Cross - Chris Tomlin  

                                   Gale Sterner, percussion 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

 

Opening Hymn       The Power of the Cross 

Oh to see the dawn of the darkest day 

Christ on the road to Calvary 

Tried by sinful men torn and beaten then 

Nailed to a cross of wood 

This the pow'r of the cross 

Christ became sin for us 

Took the blame bore the wrath 

We stand forgiven at the cross 

Oh to see the pain written on Your face 

Bearing the awesome weight of sin 

Ev'ry bitter thought ev'ry evil deed 

Crowning Your bloodstained brow 

This the pow'r of the cross 

Christ became sin for us 

Took the blame bore the wrath 

We stand forgiven at the cross 

Now the daylight flees now the ground beneath 

Quakes as its Maker bows His head 



 All who are able shall stand                                  3 |  

 

 

Curtain torn in two dead are raised to life 

Finished the vict'ry cry 

This the pow'r of the cross 

Christ became sin for us 

Took the blame bore the wrath 

We stand forgiven at the cross 

Oh to see my name written in the wounds 

For through Your suff'ring I am free 

Death is crushed to death life is mine to live 

Won through Your selfless love 

This the pow'r of the cross 

Son of God slain for us 

What a love what a cost 

We stand forgiven at the cross 

CCLI Song # 4490766 

Lifting up our Joys 

 

Passing of the Peace 

 

Call to Worship (Congregation reads bold print) 

When the world is dark and full of hate and fear, when we cannot see God 

we will turn on the light. 
When we cannot find our way back to love and peace 

we will turn on the light. 
When our vision dims due to the darkness within 

we will turn on the light. 
Christ opens our eyes with the gift of sight. 

The light of the world is Jesus Christ. 
Come and worship the one who brings sight to the blind. 

Hallelujah! Praise God, the light of the world! 

 

Opening Prayer                                 Pastor Jeff 
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Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Forgiving God, in a world filled with so much pain, we would rather shut our 

eyes and be blind than see things as they really are. Grant us the courage to 

face the reality of our world, and give us the strength to bring your light to 

those who walk in darkness. Help us see others as you see them, and forgive us 

when we do not trust you enough to open our eyes to the possibilities before us. 

Heal our self-inflicted blindness, O God, and lead us in the footsteps of the 

Light of the World, who reveals your glory in his life, his teachings, and his 

love. In his holy name, we pray. 

 

Silent pause for reflection    Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
Christ came to lead us in paths of righteousness and to guide us through our lives. 

Christ is with us in times of danger and times of peace. The goodness and mercy of 

God are given to us each and every day of our lives. God forgives us for our 

failings, upholds us in love, and leads us to the place that Christ has prepared for 

us. Believe in your heart that God loves you and forgives you.  

We believe! God help our unbelief! 

 

Bible Readings        Psalm 23; John 9:1-12, 25b            Jamie Barton    

 

Choir Anthem          O Lord, Most Holy, Cesar Franck 

Arranged by Hal Hopson 

 

Children’s Message                                    

   

Pastor’s Message      “A God Who Suffers With Us”         Pastor Jeff 

 

The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
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holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  (From the UCC Book of Worship) 

 

Giving our Gifts to God 

 

Offertory         Prelude in A Minor - O Ravenello            
 

Doxology  

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

  Praise God all creatures here below. 

  Praise God above ye heavenly hosts. 

  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.    

 

Prayers of the People                                Pastor Jeff 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)      

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

   Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

   Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we  

   forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  

   from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory  

   forever. Amen 

Closing Hymn # 440   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 

Savior like a shepherd lead us 

Much we need thy tender care 

In thy pleasant pastures feed us 

For our use thy folds prepare 

Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus 

Thou hast bought us thine we are 

Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus 

Thou hast bought us thine we are 

We are thine do thou befriend us 

Be the guardian of our way 

Keep thy flock from sin defend us 
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Seek us when we go astray 

Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus 

Hear O hear us when we pray 

Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus 

Hear O hear us when we pray 

Thou hast promised to receive us 

Poor and sinful though we be 

Thou hast mercy to relieve us 

Grace to cleanse and pow'r to free 

Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus 

Early let us turn to thee 

Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus 

Early let us turn to thee 

Early let us seek thy favor 

Early let us do thy will 

Blessed Lord and only Savior 

With thy love our beings fill 

Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus 

Thou hast loved us love us still 

Blessed Jesus blessed Jesus 

Thou hast loved us love us still 

Sending Forth and Final Blessing 

Three-fold Amen 

 

Chimes/Meditation 

Postlude                   Mosso -J Blied        
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The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God, 

In loving memory of their wonderful friend 

Marge Holzer  

Presented by Chuck & Kim Bonner  

 

 

 

 


