March 27, 2022

St. John’s United Church of Christ
As believers in Jesus Christ, we strive with unconditional love and selflessness –
using our God given gifts – to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian
home. We offer opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship,
prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world.
Called by God
Sharing with the World

March 27, 2022
4th Sunday in Lent
Meditation
“A state of mind that sees God in everything is evidence of growth in grace and a
thankful heart.” – Charles Finney

Chimes
Prelude

Above All - La Blanc, Baloche
Gale Sterner, Percussion

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn
Borning Cry
Verse 1
"I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;
In a blaze of light you wandered off
to find where demons dwell."
Verse 2
"When you heard the wonder of the Word
I was there to cheer you on;
You were raised to praise the living Lord,
to whom you now belong.
If you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk 'till rising sun."
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Verse 3
In the middle ages of your life,
not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there to guide you through the night,
complete what I've begun.
When the evening gently closes in,
and you shut your weary eyes,
I'll be there as I have always been
with just one more surprise."
"I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold."

Lifting up our Joys
Passing of the Peace
Call to Worship (Congregation reads bold print)
How blessed we are that God forgives us and loves us!
For all those times when we have fallen short of what God would have us be,
we have been forgiven.
God makes us new in God’s Spirit!
Now is the time to joyfully accept the newness of life which God offers to us.
Come, let us worship and be thankful.
All: Let us open our hearts to the peace and joy of God. Amen.

Opening Prayer

Pastor Jeff

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Merciful God, whose care never ceases, we come to you as we are. We are
tired from trying to do more than we can manage. We are anxious about
problems which go unresolved. We are worried about events beyond our
control. We do not easily let go. For mistakes we cannot redeem, for tasks left
undone, for uncertain goals, we need your forgiveness and ask for your
understanding. In your mercy, restore us and lead us.
Silent pause for reflection Amen.
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Assurance of Forgiveness (read responsively)
The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds. The Lord
upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. In Christ’s
name, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! --Psalm 145:13-14
(the congregation may be seated)

Bible Readings

Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Bob Miller

The Sacrament of Baptism for Madeleine Rose Kelly
“Jesus Loves Me”

Hymn

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells
me so.
Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago,
Taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.” Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.
All: Give to Madeleine, strength for life’s journey, courage in time of
suffering, the joy of faith, the freedom of love, and the hope of new life;
through Jesus Christ, who makes us one. Amen.

Choir Anthem From Generation to Generation (Thou art God) –
Pastor’s Message

arr. Marty Parks
“When We’re in a Time of Transition”
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Pastor Jeff

United Church of Christ Statement of Faith (read in unison)
We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our
Father, and to his deeds we testify: He calls the worlds into being, creates man
in his own image and sets before him the ways of life and death. He seeks in
holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. He judges men and
nations by his righteous will declared through prophets and apostles.
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, he has
come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and
reconciling the world to himself.
He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus
Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.
He calls us into his church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be his
servants in the service of men, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist
the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join him
in his passion and victory.
He promises to all who trust him forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,
courage in the struggle for justice and peace, his presence in trial and
rejoicing, and eternal life in his kingdom which has no end. Blessing and
honor, glory and power be unto him. Amen.
(From the UCC Book of Worship)

Giving our Gifts to God
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of the People
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The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen

Closing Hymn

Great is Thy Faithfulness

Verse 1
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father
There is no shadow of turning with Thee
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be
Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me
Verse 2
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love
Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me
Verse 3
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine with 10, 000 beside
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Great is Thy faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me

Sending Forth and Final Blessing
Chimes/Meditation
Postlude

Cantilene - Robert Lau

The Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God,
in memory of loved ones.
Presented by Paulette Roberts
Worship Leader: Pastor Jeff Johnson
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