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As believers in Jesus Christ, we strive with unconditional love and 
selflessness –

using our God given gifts – to provide a nurturing shelter for those 
seeking a Christian home. We offer opportunities for spiritual 

growth through worship, education, fellowship,
prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the 

world.

Called by God 
Sharing with the World



Meditation

"Son of man, I have made you a 
watchman for the house of 
Israel; so hear the word I speak 
and give them warning from 
me.” Ezekiel 3:17



Chimes



Prelude
They’ll Know We are Christians By Our Love –

arr. Mark Hayes



Welcome and 
Announcements 



Opening Hymn

Friend of God



Verse
Who am I that You are mindful of me

That You hear me when I call
Is it true that You are thinking of me

How You love me it's amazing
Chorus

I am a friend of God
I am a friend of God
I am a friend of God
He calls me friend

(REPEAT)



Bridge
God Almighty Lord of Glory

You have called me friend
(REPEAT)

Verse
Who am I that You are mindful of me

That You hear me when I call
Is it true that You are thinking of me

How You love me it's amazing

CCLI Song # 3991651



Lifting up our Joys



Birthday Blessings 



Passing of the Peace



Call to Worship
(Congregation reads bold print)

Leader:       The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice;
let the many coastlands be glad! 

People: Rejoice in the Lord all you righteous, 
and give thanks to God’s holy name!

Leader:      Clouds and thick darkness are around 
the divine throne; righteousness and 
justice are the foundation of the throne.



People: Rejoice in the Lord all 
you  righteous, and give thanks to 
God’s holy name!

Leader:       You, O Lord are most high over all 
the earth; you are exalted far above 
all gods.  Light dawn for the 
righteous, and joy for the upright 
in heart.

People:      Rejoice in the Lord all 
you righteous, and give thanks 
to God’s holy name!



 Opening Prayer



Prayer 
of 

Confession
(unison)

Merciful God, we confess that our 
love for one another sometimes 

falters or fails altogether.  We turn 
away from sisters and brothers who 
think, speak, and act in ways that 
are different from our own.  We

retreat from those who offend us, 
rather than seeking reconciliation. 
Keep us together in your love even 
with our differences, even in our 
disagreements.  Make us one in 

Christ.  Amen.
Silent pause for reflection  





Assurance 
of 
Forgiveness

People of God, all of us together 
have received God’s mercy in 
Christ.  In Christ we are 
forgiven, redeemed, and made 
to be a community united in 
faith.  
Thanks be to God!  Amen.

(the congregation may be seated)



Bible 
Readings 

Ezekiel 3: 16-21 

Mark 13: 28-37

Jenn & Molly Stone



At the end of seven days, the word of the LORD came to 
me: Mortal, I have made you a sentinel for the house of 
Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you 
shall give them warning from me. If I say to the 
wicked, “You shall surely die,” and you give them no 
warning, or speak to warn the wicked from their wicked 
way, in order to save their life, those wicked persons 
shall die for their iniquity; but their blood I will require 
at your hand.

Ezekiel 3: 16-21 



But if you warn the wicked, and they do not turn 
from their wickedness, or from their wicked way, 
they shall die for their iniquity; but you will have 
saved your life. Again, if the righteous turn from 
their righteousness and commit iniquity, and I lay 
a stumbling block before them, they shall die; 
because you have not warned them, they shall die 
for their sin, and their righteous deeds that they 
have done shall not be remembered; but their 
blood I will require at your hand. If, however, you 
warn the righteous not to sin, and they do not sin, 
they shall surely live, because they took warning; 
and you will have saved your life.



Mark 13: 28-37
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 

branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 

know that summer is near. So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 

very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not 

pass away until all these things have taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away.



“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man going on 
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in 
the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he 
comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to 
all: Keep awake.”



Children’s 
Message 
and 
Blessing





Message   

“Watchman,

tell us of the 
night”





God Continues to Ezekiel;

“Whenever you hear a word from my 

mouth, you should give them warning” 

Ezekiel 3: 17



God also says to Ezekiel:

“If you fail to hear my word, if 

you fail to give warning, then 

you shall be at fault and you 

should be held accountable.”







The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator
of heaven and earth. I Believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.



On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come again to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen. (from the UCC Book of Worship)



Giving Our Gifts to God



Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God all creatures here below. Praise God 
above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost. Amen.



Prayers of the People
Followed by “The Lord’s Prayer” (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen



Closing Hymn
What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Verse 1
What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear

What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer

Oh, what peace we often forfeit
Oh, what needless pain we bear

All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer



Verse 2

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged
Take it to the Lord in prayer

Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness

Take it to the Lord in prayer



Verse 3
Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?

Precious Savior, still our refuge-
Take it to the Lord in prayer;

Do they friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer;

In his arms He’ll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.



 Sending Forth and Final 
Blessing



Chimes/Meditation



Postlude

Toccata - Gordon Young



The Altar Flowers today are given to the Glory of 
God in honor of our son, Chris, 

Presented by Bill & Tracey Holler. 



Worship Leader:

Jamie Barton

Blessings to you from St. John’s 
United Church of Christ in 

Orwigsburg.


