
  

 

 
 

 

January 25, 2026 

 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
 

As believers in Jesus Christ, we strive with unconditional love and selflessness –  

using our God given gifts – to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian 

home. We offer opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, 

prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world. 

 

 

Called by God  

Sharing with the World 

 



 

 

 

 

January 25, 2026 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany  
 

Meditation 
“God doesn't call the qualified; God qualifies the called.” 

  Unknown 

Chimes 

 

Prelude  All Through the Night, arranged by Larry Shackley  
                        

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Opening Hymn #319     Shine, Jesus, Shine (verses 1 & 3) 
 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness shining; 

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us, 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory;  

Blaze Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
So our faces display your likeness; 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory;  

Blaze Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 



 

 

 

 

 

Lifting Up Our Joys 

 

Passing of the Peace 

 

Call to Worship (Congregation reads bold print) 

In the bleak mid-winter, we wait:         

for the One who warms us with stories of love and hope. 

In the stillness of a snowfall, we wait:          

for the One who clears a path so we may follow in faith.        

In the shadows of life, we wait:          

for the One who lights the way through the world. 

 

Opening Prayer                                 Pastor Jeff 

 

Prayer of Confession 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 

abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our 

iniquities, and cleanse us from our sins. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and 

put a new and right spirit within us. Do not cast us away from your presence, 

and do not take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your 

salvation, and sustain in us a willing spirit.   

 

Silent pause for reflection 

 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness  

God delivers our souls from death and our feet from falling, so that we may walk 

before God in the light of life.  Praise be to God! 

 

Children’s Message                                  Pastor Jeff 

 

Bible Readings       Isaiah 9:1-4, Matthew 4:12-23      Stephen Goodale 



 

 

 

 

Isaiah 9:1-4 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he 

brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 

time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee 

of the nations. 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 

you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

Matthew 4:12-23 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He 

left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 

Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 

might be fulfilled: 
15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, 
Galilee of the gentiles—16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.” 
18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 
19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 

people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 

brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he 

called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among 

the people. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Choir Anthem        Just For You, by Robert Lau, 

                          words by Frances Ridley Havergal     
                

Pastor’s Message     “The Lonesome George Church”        Pastor Jeff 

 

The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he  

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. (From the UCC Book of Worship) 

 

Giving our Gifts to God 

 

Offertory                 Here I am Lord                 

 

Doxology  
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

  Praise God all creatures here below. 

  Praise God above ye heavenly hosts. 

 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.    

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever. Amen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn #350    The Summons (verses 1,2 &4) 

 

Will you come and follow me, if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

  

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

 

Sending Forth and Final Blessing 

 

Threefold Amen 

 

Chimes/Meditation 

 

Postlude             Jesus Calls Us o'er the Tumult           

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                             

The Altar flowers are given to the Glory of 

God, and in memory of my mother,  

Aletha (Lee) Barnes. 

Presented by Toni Groff. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


